MATERIAL AND METHODS
The Diamante Branco saline is situated in Galinhos municipal district, North coast of Rio Grande do Norte state, at Northeast coast of Brazil, under the geografical coordinates of 05º05'26"S and 36º16'31"W. The North coast of Rio Grande do Norte consists in the country's most important saliniferous area (Fig. 1) . The Diamante Branco saline presents an area of circa 2500 ha of tanks for salt production (evaporators and crystallizers) and 2800 hectares of natural areas, specially the sandy beaches of Thomas and Galinhos rivers, estuary beaches, dunes, mangrove areas and others. (Müller, 1776) .
Shorebirds were captured using mist nets set on the sandy areas of the evaporators of Diamante Branco saline in October and December of 2000. The captured specimens were identified, plumage, moults, age and body mass were verified and biometry of beak, wings, tail and ankle were taken. The sexing took place during taxidermy. making the outlike feather moults, specially in the dorsum. Three specimens did not show pinion moults. One specimen captured in October showed pinion moult for the first primary.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
As to the rectrices, one specimen in October was changing the second pair and the rest did not show moults. Both specimens captured in December showed the intermediary plumage without pinion or rectrix moults and only one of them was changing the outline feathers in the head, dorsum and venter segments. Table I shows the body mass and the data collected in the biometry of captured individuals. The capture of C. melodus at Rio Grande do Norte coast consists in the southeastern most record for the species and also the first record for Brazil. This species probably occur in other areas of brazilian coast and has been observed and counted in census as Charadrius semipalmatus Bonaparte, 1825 since it is hard to distinguish between them with binoculars or spectacles. However, during capture and handling of the specimen it can be observed the orange, almost red legs and base of the beak, the same color membrane around the eyes and the white spot at the superior area of the tail, wich characterize the species. The captures made at Rio Grande do Norte can indicate a migration until now unknown for the species in Brazil. The need of studies in other sites of Brazilian coast to promote its conservation is therefore indicated. 
